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THE BLESSED DOORWAY 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Matthew 5:17-32  

Christ Came to Fulfill the Law 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 

away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 

19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does 

them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell 

you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Anger 

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and 

whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is 

angry with his brother[a] will be liable to judgment; whoever insults[b] his brother will be 

liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell[c] of fire. 

23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 

has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms 

quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand 

you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I 

say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.[d] 

Lust 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to 

you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw 

it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body 
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be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 

away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go 

into hell. 

Divorce 

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the 

ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a 

divorced woman commits adultery. 

 

Have you ever heard the expression; “I am going to see the elephant”? It doesn’t 

mean a person is actually going to the circus or to the zoo to see an elephant. It 

means the person is going to go and see and experience something totally new.  

 

This saying was especially common among the early pioneers. As they loaded up their 

covered wagons and set out for places like California and Oregon, they were excited 

about the new things they would see but also anxious about the new hardships they 

would experience. This saying was also common among soldiers during the Civil War. “I 

am going to see the elephant” meant that the new soldier was leaving home and 

going off to experience war for the first time. It would truly be a first-time experience. 

There was nothing he would be able to compare it to. Going to war was as if he were 

passing through an invisible doorway into an alien world, a new world. The Civil War 

soldier was going to see a new type of bullet and what it was able to do to an arm or 

a leg: turn human bone into powder, tearing away muscle, ligaments, and tendons, 

and leaving a laceration so terrible that deadly infection, gangrene, was almost 

inevitable. He was going to see firsthand that the radical surgery of amputation was 

being done on so many soldiers just to save their lives. 

 

Jesus spoke also of the radical surgery of amputation. “If your right eye causes you to 

sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your eyes than that 

your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 

and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your appendages than that your 

whole body go into hell.” (Matthew 5:29-30)  
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Those are alarming words to the raw recruit, but you and I have an advantage as we 

try to understand them. For, you and I have also passed through a doorway, into an 

alien and new world. By Baptism, by faith in Jesus, you have crossed over from death 

to life. You have crossed over from the old creation to being a new creation in Christ 

Jesus. You have passed through the blessed doorway of Baptism. “Blessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs is the reign of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3) O baptized child of God, 

you are the recipient of those blesseds, those beatitudes. You and I are the recipients 

of the King’s blessings.  

 

So, we understand God’s intent for how life is to look under His reign in the new 

creation. As Jesus says also in this same passage, it’s not enough then that we not to 

murder one another. We must also not let anger or hatred rule any of our relations. 

Again as Jesus says, it’s not enough to not commit adultery. We must also not let lust 

be the way that we look at other people.  

 

Therefore, we who have “tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 

who have tasted the goodness of the Word of God and the powers of the coming 

age,” (Hebrews 6:4-5) understand the necessity of radical surgery so as not to lose our 

eternal life. You and I understand that if there are things that are tempting our mouths 

to say hurtful, angry words, we should cut those things out of our lives. If there are 

things that are tempting us to look upon others with lust and sexual desire, we should 

amputate those things from our lives. We must not let the gangrene of hell get even a 

start. When it comes to anger, cut it out. As for lustful looks, cut it out.  

 

You and I understand this. That doesn’t mean we always follow through. We can see 

the carnage left behind by murder or adultery. We can see the bloody loss of life; the 

loss of trust; the destruction of relationships. But the damage caused by anger or lust is 

harder to see. Shoot someone an angry word or a lustful look, and you won’t see that 

person’s arm almost blown off. Neither do you see the damage that is done to yourself 

spiritually nor the damage that is done to your chance to have a healthy relationship 

with that person. The damage of anger or lust is not so easily detected. You can’t see 

the hellish gangrene of these sins so easily.  
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So, at times their amputation doesn’t seem so necessary or urgent. Sometimes, your 

reasons for why you do these things you turn into excuses, and you back off from the 

radical surgery. You retreat from the necessary amputation of cutting them out. 

Though Jesus uses the word “hell” three times in connection with these two sins, at 

times you tell yourself that others do far worse things, and you retreat from battling 

your anger or your lust. Retreat from battle, that is, desertion was punishable by death 

during the Civil War. At Gettysburg there is a huge panoramic painting of that famous 

battle. In the panorama, you can see Lo Armistead’s Rebs reaching the Union lines at 

Cemetery Ridge, saber against saber. You can see Union officers on horseback at the 

front line. And you can see other Union soldiers on horseback way in back of the front 

lines, just watching the fighting. Who were they? Those were the soldiers under the 

command of the Provost Marshal. It was their job to catch soldiers who had retreated 

from the front line. Not to punish them, though. But to turn them back towards the 

battle. 

 

Like a door that pushes one through a doorway. As if the retreating soldier were going 

through that invisible doorway all over again, starting over. As if he were going through 

that invisible doorway for the first time.  

 

Remember the blessed doorway by which you first entered eternal life and the reign of 

your King. Remember your Baptism daily. The Lord is not keeping count of how many 

times you have to go through that doorway. He is not keeping count of how many 

times you have to start over again. He is not keeping count of how many times you 

need to ask for forgiveness. He is not keeping count of how many times you need to 

hear the doorway promise, “Blessed are the spiritually poor, whose righteousness is as 

filthy rags, for theirs is the reign of heaven.”  He is not keeping count of how many 

times you have to go through the doorway of eternal life as if you were starting over, 

as if you were going through that doorway for the first time. He is not keeping count, 

because He Himself is the door pushing you through as many times as are necessary 

up until your final breath in this world.  
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It is His blood that is on the doorpost of the blessed doorway that welcomes you every 

single day. It is His blood that covers all of your sins. He fulfilled all of the 

Commandments for you, down to the last letter and the last stroke. He paid your hell 

punishment down to the last penny. 

 

As you receive His blood-bought forgiveness today in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus performs 

the most radical surgery on you. Rather than merely taking your right eye or your right 

hand or your tongue, He takes your heart. He creates in you a clean heart. A new 

heart emboldened to go back into battle again and battle against anger, lust, or any 

temptation, armed with the blessed promises of your King. 

 

Amen 


